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Schuessel Views First Year of EU Membership 
AU1312173295 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 

13 Dec 95 p20 

{Interview with Austrian Foreign Minister Wolfgang 
Schuessel by Andreas and Wolfgang 
Boehm: “Schuessel: The First Positive Effects of Entry 
Have Become Noticeable”] 


{(FBIS Translated Text} [DIE PRESSE] Austria has 
fought for certain issues in the EU in 1995 — starting 
from livestock transports and protests against nuclear 
tests or against Mochovce. Other member countries 
have criticized some of these actions. Has this special 
role, which we have played in sensitive areas, done us 
damage? 
[Schuessel] We are not playing a special role. Your 
question almost creates the impression that the Austrians 
have behaved as Europe's weirdoes. That is not the case 
at all; there was a broad coalition that was quite in 
agreement with us on every single one of these question 
Regarding the French nuclear tests, for example, our 
position was shared by a wide range of partners except 
for France, Germany, Britain, and Spain, which cur- 
rently holds the presidency. Eleven countries regretted 
the nuclear tests and said so publicly. It is true that, un- 
fortunately, on the question of livestock transports, we 
did not have a majority. It is also true that we failed to 
maintain the strictest law on the transportation of live- 
stock in Europe, but at least we set things in motion at 
the European level. 
As far as Mochovce is concerned, we achieved a very 
clear majority. Austria changed the credit terms of the 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 
In the Reflection Group we have had most interesting 
cooperation with the Benelux countries, for example, 
and I feel very much at home in that group. 


(DIE PRESSE] Still, as far as implementing the EU 
guidelines are concerned, Austria is still lagging behind. 


[Schuessel] Of course, there are also problems, for ex- 
ample regarding the implementation of some guidelines 
in the health sector or in the agricultural sector; but these 
are details that are often given much more importance 
than these guidelines actually have. In the personnel sec- 
tor there have also been repeated requests. Yet, | would 
even say that we have excellent people in top positions. 
[DIE PRESSE] Are you still convinced that we will 
qualify for European Economic and Monetary Union 
[EMU] even though economic researchers claim we will 
not? 


[Schuessel] | think that one must explain why EMU 
is SO important. It is extremely important for jobs, for 
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competitive strength, for Europe as a business location 
that we will finally grow together to a real, finished 
single market, and this includes, of course, also the 
currency. It will save enormous costs. Losses related to 
the change of currencies alone amount to 400 billion 
schillings at the moment. Or think of the monetary 
fluctuations. However, EMU cannot be had for free. It 
will require a common budget, financial, and economic 
policy. 


The second point about which we should be quite frank 
is: If Europe manages to introduce a single currency, 
then this currency will probably be the key currency of 
the world. 


[DIE PRESSE] Yet, the convergence criteria could also 
be looked at as a helpful instrument to achieve the 


objective of your austerity policy? 


[Schuessel] One should keep things apart: We do not 
have to save money to qualify for the European currency 
or to do the EU a favor but to do ourselves a favor. What 
is at stake is the future of Austria. 


[DIE PRESSE] You would like to keep the budget and 
the EU costs apart. Yet, the fact is that we have paid 
48.5 billion schillings to Brussels this year. That is such 
a huge sum that we cannot simply say it did not have 
an effect on the budget. 


[Schuessel] No, we should not say that. Of course, it 
is having an effect. Before joining we said that entry 
will cost us 28 billion schillings gross. In reality, it 
is costing us 24 billion this year — and even slightly 
less in net terms as a result of the various shifts in the 
EU budget. We provided the necessary compensation 
in cases of hardship, such as in the farming sector, the 
foods industry, and for forwarding agents. 


We have quite rightly done more than other countries. 
Therefore, I really strongly reject anyone who claims 
that the problem has been caused by the EU. From 
our point of view this has been an absolutely useful 
investment into our future, into our market chances. 
Plus, we must not forget that in some areas we see the 
effects even now, in the first year. Regarding exports to 
Italy, we achieved an increase of 70 percent in finished 
agricultural products. We have completely balanced off 
our agricultural foreign trade deficit within seven or 
eight months. In Germany we are not quite as successful 
yet. 


[DIE PRESSE] Do you think that the 1996 Intergov- 
ernmental Conference [IGC] will achieve something? 
Britain is obstructing many policies in this connection. 


[Schuessel] The IGC is of enormous importance for two 
reasons. First, it will create the institutional foundations 
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that will examine whether enlargement wil! be possible 
at all. Second, how can the deepening of the EU, which 
is absolutely necessary, be improved in the areas of 
foreign policy, comprehensive single market, security 
policy, but also as far as the pace of the decisionmaking 
process is concerned, so that the Europe of the citizens 
will take shape? It is always the British who are the most 
difficult, who seem to be having the greatest problems; 


supporting the will of the majority to merge the EU 
with the Western European Union [WEU]. 


[Schuessel] Well, | think that we are absolutely in 
the mainstream as far as this issue is concerned. Let's 
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next few years, even for Austria. Things will become 
more difficult when we talk about full membership in 
the WEU. It is clear that this would require a decision. 
Yet, I think that Austria will fully participate in the next 
stage of this dynamic process of getting closer. 


[DIE PRESSE] And as far as the final objective is 
concerned, you neither want to say yes nor no today” 


[Schuessel] Now I am not talking as foreign minister, 
because as minister I have to represent the position of 
the government. What is necessary today is pragmatic 
participation, which is why I am in favor of neutrality 
provided we add international solidarity. I think that 
this dimension of a dynamic policy of neutrality with 
clear international commitment and responsibility is 
something one must develop further. 


[DIE PRESSE} Still, just before you said that at one 
point one will have to make a decision. 


[Schuessel] "No doubt. For my Austrian People’s Pary 
[OeVP] the objective is — and here I am leaving the 
safe grounc' of the Federal Government — to vote in 


but that we will take the next sieps cautiously albeit 
determinedly. And the next step is getting closer to the 
WEU. 
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the reconstruction effort being discussed by experts in 
Brussels later this week. 


Baroness Chalker said: “It is imperative that we get 
moving in a Constructive manner. 


“Over the last three and a half years, we have linked up 
gas pipes, waier mains and electricity and got the trams 
running, but now it’s a larger phase of reconstruction 
with the whole world working towards the same end.” 


‘The 7 million pounds sterling will be spread around 
several different projects. 2 million pounds sterling will 


: 


The United 'iations High Commission for Refugees, 
the Red Cross and UNICEF will also receive 3 million 


The final 1 million pounds sterling will be available 
to spend on projects suggested by charities. One being 
considered by the ODA is for a music centre in Mostar 
where Croats and Bosnians would be able to learn about 
the music business together — the idea of charity War 
Child. 


During her one-day visit to Sarajevo, Baroness Chalker 
was mecting Bosnian ministers and touring Kosevo 


Hospital, an aid warchouse and an orphanage. 
ODA 
from 


said Britain was responding to the 


An 
call the World Bank to respond quickly to the 


needs of Bosnia. 
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London, Dublin Condemn Ulster Shootings 


LD2012145295 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1334 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(By Chris Parkin, PA News] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) British and Irish government 
ministers united today to condemn the current wave of 
killings and punishment beatings in Northern Ireland. 
Ulster Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew and deputy Irish 
able in any civilised society” after a meeting in Dublin. 
A statement following a session of the Anglo-lirish 
intergovernmental Northern Ireland conference, jointly 
chaired by Sir Patrick and Mr Spring, called for full co- 
operation with the police in Ulster to help bring those 
responsible for the latest violence to justice. 

Today's confererce meeting was also understood to 
have considered plans for an Anglo-Irish summit be- 
tween prime ministers John Major and John Bruton to 
boost the Northern Ireland peace process. 


But with that Dublin meeting, scheduled for tomorrow, 
still under threat from an unrelated row between Britain 
and ireland over steel, Sir Patrick afterwards reported 
only: “I have not got anything to say about that. 


“The prime ministers are in touch, and I do not know 
what the outcome will be. There is obviously a close 
relationship between the Taoiseach (Mr Bruton) and the 
"I hope there will be a meeting, but I do not know yet 
what the outcome will be,” added Sir Patrick. 


Both Sir Patrick and Mr Spring said today’s mecting 
had beer successful and reported satisfaction with 
developments in the current twin-track approach of the 
British and Irish governments on the peace process. 

They were speaking ahead of a political “first” - joint 
talks between the two ministers and a political party. 

Ulster’s middie-of-the-road Alliance Party leader John 
Alderdice had discussions and a working lunch with Sir 


Patrick and Mr Spring - the first tri-lateral meeting of 
its kind. 


Mr Spring said the current “intensive” political contacts 
“will be maintained into the New Year”. 


Sir Patrick declared: “The series of meeting on the 
political track has been very beneficial and is showing 
signs of continuing to be so. 


“The important feature is that the parties are talking 
to cach other, or to the governments in one form or 
another.” 
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want the end the killings that we have seen in the last 
few days, then lets get into discussions that will bring 
forward... 


[Paxman, interrupting] Is that a yes or a no? 


(McLaughlin) I am giving you a solution to the problem, 
do you want to hear the solution? 


[Paxman] No I am just asking you whether you con- 
dema the killings or not, a very simple question, yes or 


to get them, we have not got that at the present time. 
[Paxman] Was thal a yes or a no? 


[Paxman] Isn't the fact of the matter Mr McLaughlin 
the reason you won't condemn it is because you know 
perfectly well that the people carrying out these killings 
are members of Sinn Fein or IRA? 

(McLaughlin) Did these kill the three people in Britain 
last week Jeremy? 


[Paxman] No the people — the «wo people who have 
been shot in the past 24 hours in west Belfast? 


(McLaughlin) And do you know, bev-ause I do not know. 
No I do not know where you get you’ information from 
— has anybody produced any evideice, do you have 
the evidence? 

[Paxman] The people living in the communities appear 
to be saying it, organisations like Families Against 
Intimidation appear to be saying it. 


([McLaughlin} Yes, which is a Northern Ireland funded 
propaganda unit. 


[Paxman] I see so you are saying as far as you are aware 
they have absoiutely nothing whatsoever to do with the 
IRA? 


[McLaughlin] What I am telling you is that what's 
happening in Belfast, what's happening in the North 
of Ireland would be repeated in any society where there 
was a vacuum of policing, and that that is the solution. 
I am giving you a pragmatic sensible and constructive 
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solution to people getting killed, the vigilante law 
[scz-<ace as heard). 

(Paxman) Why don’t you just ask the IRA if they are 
involved not to do it? 


{Mclaughlin} Well If I thought they were I would? 
[Paxman] So you do disapprove? 


[McLaugh!in} Indeed of course it is not the answer, this 
is not the answer, I have given you the answer, there 
is only one answer and that is they give us an agreed 
policing service, that is the only solution. 


[By Deric Henderson, PA News] 
(FBIS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fem [SF] and the IRA 
are the same organisation and 
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mining on how they can carry the process forward by 
deciding themselves that it is no longer acceptable be- 
haviour to indulge in punishment beatings. 


UNITED KINGDOM s 


The Rev lan Paisley, leader of the hardline Democratic 
Unionist Party, called on Mr Major to accept the IRA 
ceasefire was over in the light of the recent killings. 
Mr Paisicy, MP for North Antrim, met the Prime 
Minister in Ballymena today and demanded that reports 
of ballistic tests into the type of weapons used in the 
killings should be disclosed. 

The ceasefire, he said, was being violated time and 
ume again and the ballistic tests would prove who was 
responsibie. 

After meeting Mr Major, Mr Paisicy asked: “Why have 
the police not issued any ballistic tests on any of these 
killings? Why is there this silence? 


“We need the truth. We have got to get the truth. Why 
the silence?” 


Gevernment Defeated in Vote on Fishing Policy 


LD1912200995 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1943 GMT 19 Dec 95 


[By Trevor Mason, Parliamentary Chief Reporter, PA 
News|] 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Tory rebels helped inflict a 
humiliating two-vote defeat on the Government tonight 
over fishing policy. Last minute arm-twisting by Tory 
whips and some |1th hour concessions by ministers 
failed to swing the vote after a bitter debate. 


The Government's m tion to negotiate the “best possi- 
ble” deal in talks with other EU states later this week 
was defeated by 299 votes to 297. 


Labour MPs cheered wildly as the shock result was 
announced in a packed Commons chamber. 


Agriculture Minister Douglas Hogg swiftly promised 
the Government would give “due weight" to what had 
been said in the debate. Ministers would “vigorously 
represent’ the interests of UK fishermen at the Fisheries 
Council meeting. But shadow agriculture minister Gavin 
Strang said this was not good enough. 


And Labour's chief whip, in a statement to PA News, 
said: “What a disastrous end to the year for the 
Government! Once more they have fallen apart on 
Europe. Once more John Major is seen to have lost 
control of his party. They end the year as they began it 
in utter disarray.” 

Labour pulled out all the stops in a bid to defeat the 
Government. Senior Labour MP John Fraser (Norwood) 
even arrived to vote in an elaborate neck brace, his first 
appearance in the Commons after being injured in a car 

















6 UNITED KINGDOM 


meat for them to pay 100,000 pounds in compensation 
to UK fishermen whose vessels were damaged in last 


year's “tuna wars” in the Bay of Biscay. 

But to the dismay of ministers, who sat stony faced 
on the Government front bench as the result was 
announced, it was not enough to win the day. 

The key debate ahead of Thursday's meeting in Brussels 
of EU fisheries ministers to decide quotas for next 
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Labour. “You are motivated by conviction and a pas- 
sionate concern to ensure the Government fights for 
British interests. Your determination will command re- 
spect among the fishing communities of Britain. But 
I appeal to you not to risk compromising that respect 
by associating yourselves with a bunch of sell-out mer- 
chants whose earlier crimes have already resulted in a 
sentence of 16 years on the Opposition benches.” 


Mr Forsyth branded Labour's bid to attract Tory support 
an atlempt to “hasten the day when they obtain power to 
Geliver these islands lock, stock and barre! to the forces 
of federalism”. 


Promising to fight ‘= Sritain’s fishermen, he said: “Let 
this House send out the clearest signal that we are united 
in our determination not just to get the best deal on 
quotas, but to achieve a long-term solution which offers 
this vita! industry the security it deserves.” 


And on the thorny issue of increasex! Spanish access to 
fishing grounds around Britain from January |, he said: 
“There is no Spanish Armada. That is the measure of our 
sucess: not walking away from the Common Fisheries 


Policy, but improving it from within.” [passage omitted] 
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Ruehe Interviewed on NATO, EU Expansion 


WS1912153495 Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA 
in Polish 19 Dec 95 p& 
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weapons Currently cannot be deployed), so that the “Two 
Pius Four” Treaty ceases to be in effect? 


[Ruche] This is completely erroneous reasoning. 
[Wagruwska] Why? 


[Ruche) The key poi is that Europe is currently 
atificially divided. If Poland joins the EU. it will have 
the right to the same level of security as other Countries. 
kt will then be impossible to say: We can join the 
union, but we are not allowed to join Common security 
structures — the European and Transatlantic ones. In 
general, the point is stability in Europe. 

[Wagrowska] What is your opinion about the debate 
on whether such countries as Poland should first join 
NAT™ and then the EU, or the opposite, which is 
currently under way in the West? Is this an actual or 
attificia! dilemma for you” 

[Ruche} The two processes, that is, the rapprochement 
with the EU anc NATO, ate simultancous. Our policy 
is to begin negotiations on expanding the EU after 
the EU intergovernmental conference, meaning possibly 
in 1997, and in our opinion this cannot refer only to 
Malta and Cyprus, but also to the first Central European 
countries, for example Poland, Hungary, and the Czech 
Republic. 


Specific talks about expanding NATO should also begin 
in 1997. Chancellor Helmut Kohl said that the FRG 
would like Poland to become a member of the pact 
before the year 2000. We think it is achievable. | believe 
that the negotiations with the EU, too, will have been 
completed successfully by that time. So, both processes 
are simultancous, though as for the EU there will be 
long transitional periods, which comes as no surprise. 
With regard to Spain, such a period lasted 10 years. 


[‘Wagrowska] Could you comment on the controversy 
over the so- called common security and defense policy 
and the West European Union among EU countries? 


[Ruche} In West Europe we all want the Americans to 
remain in our countries. Washington, in turn, wants to 
be relieved of a part of the responsibility for European 
security, which it has borne for the last few decades. 
Europe is currently no longer a weak continent, as it 
was immediately after World War Il. It wants to create 
its own stronger identity. In this sense, we deal with two 
historical processes, which are complementary to one 
another. All we have to do is to create an organizational 
framework for them, and we are currently working on 
this. 


[Wagrowska} Do you think the French view this issuc 
in the same manner? 
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[Ruch=}] France has recently come closer to NATO's 
military structures. The pact, in turn, has to continue its 
own reforms. Moreover, it has to do so for several rea- 
sons. The first reason is connected with je relationship 
between Europe and America, that is, that the alliance 
has to be able to recognize the Euroress dcfense iden- 
tity. Second, NATO has to open all its structures in order 
to be able to admit such states as Poland. And third, the 
pact’s stractures must be able to cooperate with Russia 
and Ukraine. These three matters are tightly correlated 
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[STERN] Is it not alarming to sce former FDP Minister 
irmgard Schwactzer vote against ihe coalition in the 
vote on the chancellor's budget? 


[Waigel) In spite of that the 1996 budget was adopted 


coalition the following day. A government that cannot 
find a majority for its budget is dead thal very same 
second. A coalition cannot last if it has to fear for its 
majority in every important vote. The CDU and CSU 
are aware of that, and so is the FDP, | hope. 


[STERN] Considering the shaken FDP, is not everything 
amounting to a grand coalition in 19967 


[Waigel) | have no demand for grand coalitions this 
century or the next. This coalition holds a clear majority. 
And there is sull some supply of common issues le) as 
well. 


[STERN] Docs Wolfgang Schacuble share the same 
view? 


[Waigel} | am certain that he docs. Afier all, a grand 
coalition would give an impetus to the Party of Demo- 
cratic Socialism and the Greens on the left and the Re- 


[STERN] Do bigger problems not require bigger majon- 
tees: Tax revenues are declining, pessimusm is spreading 
in the companies. 


[Waigel] In what country are you living? According to 
we are better off than the 


[STERN] The world may not know how cleverly you 
filled the gaps in the budget recently with highly uncer- 
tain incomes, for instance from privatization projects: 
Are these fictitious entries? 


[Waigel] That only makes me laugh! If Hamburg's 
Mayor Henning Voscherau includes revenues from 


privatizations in his budget, nobody talks about fictitious 
entries, but this is considered quite normal. 
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[STERN] Avd what would you do if you had to close 
another 10- talon mark hole in 1996? 

[Waigel]) We will have to adopt stringent sustcrity 
measures — this includes the federal, lacnder, and local 
governments. 

[STERN] How do you wam to get the lacnder’s 
spending mania under «1 trol” 


[Waigel) We need « %a2i:2! stability pact. The federal 
and laender governmes: | ¢e to commit themselves to 





GDP. the debts will not decline. But such an amoust of 
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[Waigel] If you add the relief resulung from the coal 
picanig, tt is even DM28 billion. 


[STERN] You are throwing dust imo the taxpayers” 
eyes. Experts say that only DM10 billion will remain of 
that since the social insurance contribubuns are poing 
up drastically. Why are you switching around “ke thal’ 


[Waigel] You cannot blame me for that. | am respon- 
sible for tax policy. Where social policy is concerned, 


you have to address the politician in charge. 


([STERN] If you cut contributions to the Federal Em- 
ployment Office, which can then pay less to the health 
insurance, this will mean a rise in Contributions for the 
insured persons in the end 


[Waigel] The Federal Employment Office has an : anual 
budget of some DM100 billion. That leaves some lec- 
way. The social security systems have to be restructured 
in such a way that real sovings ae possibic. | for my 
part do not think anything of increasing VAT to fill the 
gaps in the social insurance system. 


[STERN] Can you promise people that they will benefit 
from the tax cuts agreed for 19967 


[Waigel] People will sce a net relief next year. 


[STERN] People are expecting a cut in the solidarity 
surcharge in 1997, all the more so since payments in the 
new laender are going down already. Can you confirm 
their hopes” 


[Waigel] One cannot begin cuttug taxes everywhere at 
the same time | repeat, the surcharge will be cxamined 
every year. But it is clear already that a reduction from 
1997 is very difficult. | will do everything | can to begin 
with the reduction in 1998. 


[STERN] What do you think of the idea of increasing 
the VAT in favor of abolishing the solidarity surcharge 


more quickly” 
[Waigel] There is no such proposal and no such plan. 


[STERN] This could improve the ratio of direct and 
indirect taxes. There are higher taxes on income today 
than on consumption. 


[Waigel} This ratio has, indeed, changed at the expense 
of direct taxes. lt is 56 to 44 percent today, while it 
used to be SO percent cach. That is a disadvantage for 
investment, and thus for the economy. That is why tax 
cuts have to start with direct taxes. 

















Expulsion Will Not Effect Sino-German Relations 


LD201215i295 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1422 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(PBIS Translated Text] Bona (dap/ADN) — The cx- 
guision of the journalist Hearik Bork from China will 
not have 
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No Economic Sanctions 
AU2112123295 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE 7EITUNG 
in German 21 Dec 9S pi 


[Report by ub": “Bonn Parues Reject Sanctions Against 
China”) 


[FBIS Transiaicd Text] Bonn — The Federal Govern- 
ment feels “offended” by the Chinese Government, but, 
as it says, there is nothing « can do to prevent the cx- 
pulsion of journahst Keank Bork from Beipng. Accord- 
ing to Forcign Minister Kiaus Kinkel, all diplomatic 
Ment and opposition reject ecoMonic saNcUORs against 
China. “The right way is dissoguc, wtech includes hu- 
man rights,” government spokcsman Hausmann sisted. 
Any economic opening also brines a bit of freedom. 
Wolfgang Schacubic, chairmas «‘ 4c Christian Demo- 
cratic Union [(CDU VChristian Social Jaton (CSU] Bun- 
destag group. stated A gunboat would have no effect at 
all.” Schacuble linked the German correspondent's ex- 
pulsion with the sentencing of Chinese dissid<at Wei 
Jingsheng. Bonn ict Beijing know “that we consider 
both measures wrong and unacceptable” One must in- 
fluence China so that “both measures” are correctec. 























FRIS-WEU-95-245 
21 December 1995 


De Charette on NATO Reform, IGC, EMU 
BR2012143295 Paris LE FIGARO in French 

20 Dec 9S p4 

{Interview with French Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette by Pierre Bocev, Baudouin Bollacri, and 
Charlies Lambroschini; place and date not given: 
“Herve de Charetie’s ‘New Europe™™} 


(FBIS Translated Text] [LE FIGARO] Are you satisfied 
with the conclusions of the European summit in Madrid 
and what do you see in them for France? 

[De Charette] The core of our foreign policy is Europe. 
In Europe lies the peace and prosperity of the French 
people, the influence of France, in other words our 
country’s power. 

We are pursuing two different objectives: The first, a 
new one, is to unite the continent. In Madrid we initiated 
a procedure aimed at welcoming in 12 new member 
States in the coming years from southern and castern 
Europe. This is the first time that such a vast process 
has been undertaken. 


This is a historic event. It will bring back to Europe 
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powerful factor in integrating the countries in the 
Western European pole, but gradually we will see that 
it is not the only factor. 


[LE FIGARO] Is not your plan merely a scarcely 
modified version of the concept of the “hard core” 
launched by Germany's Christian Democratic Union in 
September 1994 and regarded suspiciously, until now, 
by the French authorities? 


[De Charette] I do not like that expression as it 
disfigures the plan. First of all one has to be aware of 
the positive nat=re of enlargement. For the first time in 
our history, we are going to achieve the unification of 
our continent. That will be better than Charles V' But 
suddenly we cannot escape the question of a group of 
countries further along than the others, but which are of 
course open to other countries which can and want to 
join when the time comes. The unity of the continent on 
the one hand, the emergence of a more integrated poic 
in Western Europe on the other: This is the birth of 
two projects which are linked but quite different. This 
is what I call the new Europe. And this new Europe is 
on the go. We saw it emerge in Madrid. 


[LE FIGARO] You say that these two projects will be 
linked together. But can they comply with the same 
treaties and institutions? 

[De Charette] | do not think that at present we can dis- 
cuss the technical arrangements governing the imple- 
mentation. Moreover, we will have to wait some time 
to let this idea follow its path and so that the most ardent 
and dynamic Europeans can determine just how neces- 
Sary it is. In any case, there is room for new initiatives 
which, to my mind, will naturally come from Paris. 


[LE FIGARO] In Bosnia, Europe has experienced trials 
and tribulations, of which we are all aware. Does the 


peace agreement that was finally signed at the Elysee 
Palace really mean peace? 


[De Charette} That is like calling a glass either half full 
or half empty. There is no doubt that the agreements 
pounded out in Dayton and signed in Paris are an un- 
precedented step forward in the history of the civil war 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Nevertheless, peace remains to 
be demonstrated on the ground. 

[LE FIGARO] Is everyone disposed toward peace? 
[De Charette] It remains to be proven whether the Serbs, 
Croatians, and Bosnians are determined to play the 
game. The future will tell, but they must be aware that 


the commitment made by the international community 
is not indefinite. 


[LE FIGARO] What about the Sarajevo problem? 
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(De Charette} The security of the Serbs must be assured. 
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relations between Paris and Belgrade. 


{LE FIGARO) With regard to NATO and the United 
States, just a few months ago the Europeans were 
complaining about U.S. isolationism. Today, it is rather 
the reverse. 


[De Charette] It is true that relations between the United 
States and Europe often take on a Freudian tone. | think 
we should try to simplify things. The United States is not 
only our ally but our friend. But we have no intention of 
accepting a single-pole world dominated by it. On the 
contrary, what is emerging is a multipolar world. In this 
world, Europe plays a major role and has extraordinary 
prospects. If it is not involved, then it can only blame 
itself. 


{LE FIGARO] In this context, what is the meaning and 


the triggering factor of the very recent rapprochement 
between France and NATO? 
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[De Charette] For a number of years now we have 
advocated a European defense. At the same time, we 
have noticed serious reticence among our allies, a 
condition fueled by the suspicion that our plan aims 
to destroy the Atlantic alliance. We have always denied 
this suspicion, but it was tenacious. Actually, our idea 
has always been to proceed in such a way that with the 
Atlantic alliance the EU is capable of organizing the 
European defense pillar. 

Suddenly, it seemed to us that it was preferable to 
express the scope of our approach with a meaningful 
gesture. We agreed that the prospects of enlarging and 
renovating the alliance made it necessary for France to 
be inside it, rather than outside, so that it can contribute 
to the work and to the debates. As long as nothing was 
happening within the alliance, the question did not arise. 
(LE FIGARO] If people tel! you: “You have betrayed 
General de Gaulle,” how would you reply? 


[De Charette] | would reiterate that we have not joined 
the alliance’s integrated structure. From this point of 
view, we are not returning to the pre-1966 situation. 
But France could not remain immobile in a position 
set almost 30 years ago. General de Gaulle, for whom 
I have always had a great deal of admiration, was a 


pragmatic man who knew how to adapt to change. 


{LE FIGARO} Now that France has made this gesture, 
what do you expect in return? 


[De Charette] An acceleration in the change of thinking 
among our main European partners. We are not going 
to remain eternally afloat in a sea of pretense. The time 
has come to raise the problem of organizing a European 
defense policy just a few months before the opening 
of the 1996 Intergovernmental Conference [IGC]. The 
timetable has been well chosen. 


[LE FIGARO] You acknowledge the sway, influence, 
and importance of NATO. In comparison, are you 
not attaching less importance to the Western European 
Union [WEU]? 


[De Charette} Not at all. France attaches great impor- 
tance to the WEU as the possible prefiguration of what 
could be a European defense policy, at operational level 
and with regard to its organization. 


[LE FIGARO] But how can the WEU and the European 
defense identity be given more luster? 


{De Charette] If we are to have a European defense, 
we first of all need a command structure, i.c., a general 
staff. We then need an operational structure, i.c., forces. 
And finally we need an institutional framework to 
hold everything together. The WEU must provide this 
framework if it deepens its ties with the EU. 
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intervention decided jointly by and 
Americans then the alliance will provide the right 
framework. If it is a question of intervention agreed 
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good-neighborliness. They do not view the world with 
the same eyes as us. We have to let time have the time 
to do its work. 


[LE FIGARO] Do you think that the enlargement of 
NATO and the EU will take place at the same time? 


The main task of the 1996 IGC will be to answer these 


allow the EU to enlarge without becoming paralyzed. 
Here is the first proposal: The majority vote must 


| 
: 


we cannot conceive of large countries like France 
or Germany being placed in a minority position by a 
coalition that might represent only one-tenth of their 
population. 


for the future we will have to define their portfolios 
carefully and use that as the basis for setting the num- 
ber of commissioners — and stick to it. It will be up 
to the president, who is appointed in accordance with 
the known arrangements, to make his choice from a list 
given to him by the member states. 


{LE FIGARO] Where the common foreign and security 
policy is concerned, would you still prefer unanimity 
to a qualified majority. This would have an effect on 
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{De Charette] It is true that the results achieved since 
Maastricht are extremely modest, if not symbolic. So it 
would be desirable to be able to make decisions in this 
area — which is an intergovernmental domain — in a 
more flexible manner. We must end up with mechanisms 
which enable states to let decisions be made while at the 


{LE FIGARO] Will France be ready for the single 
currency — the euro — by | January 19997 


[De Charette] France is determined to be ready on 
time. The health of our businesses and jobs is at stake 
here. What threatens the shoemaking industry in my 
department, the Maine-et-Loire? What threatens French 
agriculture? What is weakening the clothing industry, if 
not the erratic variations of the European currencies? 


When the single currency has been set up, it will become 
— overnight — one of the world’s great currencies. 
That is the best guarantee of having low interest rates 
for facilitating investment by companies or the purchase 
of a house by Freach families. There is one question that 
always comes up: Why on earth do you not push back 
the timetable a bit? “Just a bit longer, Mr. Executioner.” 
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The other day in Brussels | was struck by the attitude 
of my counterparts. They all told me: “We are watching 
what is happening in France very closely. If you 
succeed, then Europe is saved. If you fail, Europe is 
lost.” They too are expecting to see a France that wins. 
They need that. Europe cannot be made by losers. 


Million Interviewed on NATO Role in Bosnia 
LD2012140095 Paris France-inter Radio Network 

in French 0720 GMT 20 Dec 95 

{Studio interview with French Defense Minister Charles 
Millon by Annette Ardisson; from the “A plus B” 
program — live] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] [Ardisson}] Charlies Millon, 
hello. 

{Millon} Hello. 


[Ardisson] The United Nations gives way to NATO 
today in the former Yugoslavia — the UN Protection 


of authority, a change of mission, but not necessarily a 
change of men. How, precisely, will things work for the 


[Ardisson] Some of them are going to come back, 
though, are they not? 

{Millon} Sorry? 

[Ardisson] Some are going to come back; others are 
going to leave. 


[Millon] Yes, but the classic system exists whereby 
they are relieved every four months, so that is not, 


British, and the Prench. They also have a single chain of 
command; they are responsible to NATO and have with 
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[Millon] You know, the French have done extraordinary 
things. I mean, for six months they have been turning 
the tide, thanks to Jacques Chirac: There has been the 


{Millon, interrupting) There is Sarajevo with the Serh 
, the Bosnian community; there is Gora: 

which is a Muslim enclave in the middie of 

territory; there is Mostar, with the problem of 


and Muslims. So everywhere, in fact, the problem» 
Bosnia are concentrated. However, the French soldiers 
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have demonstrated from the outset that this is the sort of 
situation in which they can give of their best — that is, 
respecting the communities. | think that this tolerance 
exists in French history. 


{Ardisson] They are nevertheless in charge of the 
Bosnian Muslim part, mainly. Is this not the toughest 
sector? 


[Millon] It is more complicated than that. Yes, they have 
the largest part of Muslim Bosnia, but there are — as 
I have just specified — dense concentrations of Serbs 
and (*roats: Serbs in the Sarajevo region and Croats in 
the rgion of Mostar. 


[Ardisson] UNPROFOR’s sin was the incoherence of its 
mission and its lack of resources. [FOR has the military 
resources, but is it not likely to come up against the 
same problem if it is not respected, if it does not actually 
frighten those who do not want peace? 


[Millon] You know, the international community has 
demanded two things, rightly so in my opinion. First, it 
has demanded a single chain of command. We have to 
remember that in the days of UNPROFOR, any decision 
had to pass along a military chain and then, in addition, 
a political chain, and you had to wait hours, days, and 
sometimes even weeks before a decision was made and 
the conditions for peace could be restored on the ground. 
Now there is a single chain of command. 


[Ardisson] A military chain? 


[Millon] ft is the NATO chain; yes, it is a military chain. 
It is the NATO chain; and this force, IFOR, will in 
fact be coordinated, in terms of its political and civil 
activities — patronized, if | can use the ¢ ion — 
by a high-level representative, who will I hope be Carl 
Bildt, appointed by the United Nations, so that there 
can in fact be a link between the international political 
community, the United Nations, and the secular arin 
which will be responsible for the implementation of 
peace in Bosnia, namely NATO, with IFOR and the 
multinational force which results from it. I stress that 
the issue of Bosnia is very interesting for France, since 
it is undoubtedly the premonition of this NATO which 
we want to see renewed and reformed. 


[Ardisson] Well, precisely; yesterday, you argued at 
the National Defense Research Institute for a European 
chief of staff in NATO. 


{Millon} Not exactly. | argued for a European chief of 
staff to replace all the existing chiefs of staff, who could 
be established in the Western European Union [WEU] 
and who could liaise with NATO. I recognize that it is 


complex. 
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[Ardisson; Yes, it is complex and subtle. Is it another 
step by France toward NATO, or is it a system a little 
like — how can I put it — a Russian doll, one inside 


pable of guarantecing the security of nations, persons, 
and property. 


[Ardisson} Charles Millon, thank you. 
President Chirac Urges Juppe To Do Better 


country for more than three weeks. 
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"The government must make new efforts t explain, 
to restore confidence and to bring hope” to the Freach 


people, he said. 

In power for a little over six months, Chirac has come 
under fire from former conservative president Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing, who called on him to become more 
involved in the conflict, while Juppe alone took the flak. 
There was “no driving force in France,” Giscard 
d’Estaing said, while opposition Socialist Party deputy 
Claude Bartolone remarked of Chirac “He should 
already have intervened. 


“The president of the republic cannot allow such a crisis 
to blew up, bog down and end so painfully without 
setting a goal,” Bartolone said. 


to three percent of GNP by 1997, in order to meci 
Maastricht criteria for the single European currency in 
1999. 

“My seven-year mandate will be that of adapting France 
to the year 2000," Chirac said at the time. “The vested 
interests can scream and demonstraic. Well, I don't care, 
I have seven years in front of me.” 


unpopularity. 


But 50-year-old Juppe appeared unlikely to find instant 
solutions at Thursday's summit, with the three sides — 


But the CNPF employers’ federation, which only agreed 
to attend the talks earlier this week, has pointedly 
refused to discuss salaries or cutting working hours. 


CNPF head Jean Gandois said the strike had already cost 
employers too much. “We are not Father Christmas,” 
he said, after his federation said the strike had cost 20 
billion francs (four billion dollars) and would have a 


lasting impact on the already sluggish French economy. 


The unions meanwhile are determined to discuss the key 
issue behind the strikes which escalated into France's 
worst social crisis since the May 1968 student revolts: 
welfare reform. 














im particular because of the employers’ refusal to discuss 


The comments came as transport returned to virtually 
normal Wednesday, five days after most of the SNCF 
rail authority's 180,000 workers voted at the end of last 
week to end their strike action. 


Players’ Positions on ‘Social Summit” Viewsd 


BR2012163895 Paris LIBERATION in French 
20 Dec 95 pp 2,3 
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will also be there to hinder discussion of the topics we 
do not want to discuss, such as salaries in private com- 


panies or working hours.” The only subject on which the 


ipation in the summit, Jean Gandois explained that he 
would not be arriving at the summit empty-handed, 

covered in blood, the blood of companies for which 
the months of November and December have been cat- 
astrophic.” According to the CNPP, the strikes have 
cost not 8 billion French francs (Pr), as claimed by 
the National Institute for Statistics and Economic Sur- 
veys, but “at least double that amount, and maybe even 
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Fr20 billion.” “And now companies are being asked to 
give something? But we are not Santa Claus’ Gan- 
dois added. “We are extremely worried about the pos- 
sible spate of bankruptcies,” he added. Tye CNPF has 
also decided to set up an “assistance service for compa- 
nies” in difficulty as a result of the strikes. He called for 
the implementation of new financial measures to avoid 
bankruptcies and mass layoffs. 


Curiously, when asked about ways of boosting growth, 


is independent. The absence of any proposal on the 
part of the employers is all the more surprising since 

to . 
“growth during the first quarter of 1996 will remain 


Moreover, Gandois allowed his unhappiness with Alain 


Christian Workers), and CGC [General Confederation 
of Executives}, which are — if anything — in favor 
of Juppe's plan (except on the matter of civil servants’ 
pensions), had been whispering this idea to him for some 
time. 


while at the same time maintaining that “if it is to be 
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workforce, the government could announce the 
of CIE [expansion not given) for 


years. This moncy could be used to purchase 
regarding the incorporation of young people 


funas set up by companies on behalf of their 
which must normally stay on an account 
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Westendorp Sees Single Currency as Priority 
BR2112132995 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 

21 Dec 95 p 24 

{Interview with Spanish Foreign Minister Carlos West- 
eadorp by Ignacio Cembrero in Madrid; date not given: 
“Westendorp: “We Must Be In the Single Currency To 
Play In the First Division’™} 


even though he vainly complains 
it is not always his best likeness. He received EL PAIS 
in his still new office. 


[Cembrero] What will be your priority in the few 
months you have before the March elections? 


[Cembrero] However, you will have to do without the 
Secretary of State for Cooperation Jose Luis Dicenta 
who is leaving to take up the post as ambassador to 


State for just two years. respected this com- 
mitment by sending the Mexican authorities a request 
a question of finding a safe job 


post? 

[Westendorp] I have been active for many years in a key 
area of foreign policy, namely European affairs. Spain 
has managed from a diplomatic point of view to climb 
up into the first division. Now we have to maintain this 
pos.tion, or, in other words, we now have to play in the 


league championship. That will be my job. 
[Cembrero] What is more, interest will wane in foreign 
policy now that Spain no longer holds the EU presi- 
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[Westendorp] Not at all. Until June we will continue 
to form part of the troika, that is to say the triumvirate 
that directs the work of the EU. Today in Madrid the 
italian Foreign Minister Susana Agnelli is starting her 
preparatory tour for the Italia presidency. We trust 
that Italy will enjoy sufficient political calm to be able 
to provide an efficient presidency as of January. The 
Italians are quite capable of it and we will give them all 
our support. We would like the Turin Summit at the end 
of March to leave the Intergovernmental Summit (IGC] 
that will have to reform Maastricht well directed. 


[Cembrero}] Maastricht has to be reviewed in order to 
prepare the EU for enlargement to new partners in 
Eastern Europe. Is a union of 27 or 30 countries really 
manageable? 

[Westendorp] It is harder to manage, but the enlarge- 
ment is inevitable and necessary. Anyone who claims 
that enlargement of the EU can be done af no cost is 
really deceiving the general public. We all will have to 
share the costs of enlargement even though a long tran- 
sition process will be needed to bring these countries 
[Cembrero] The Spanish presidency of the EU has been 
a success in the opinion of the other European leaders. 
But has there been anything that has not worked out 
well? 


[Westendorp] It is not casy to find anything wrong 
with it. Let us say simply that we would have liked 
to have concluded association agreements with Mexico 
and Chile. The fact that we did not manage to do so is 
a slight disappointment. 

[Cembrero}] What about the cooperation agreement with 
Cuba? 


[Westendorp] That is another kettle of fish. That is 
Cuba's problem, not ours. If the Cuban Government had 
pushed further ahead with economic and even political 
reform then we would be closer to an agreement with the 
only country in Latin America that is still without this 
kind of accord. What we are saying is that God helps 
those who help themselves. If they make the gestures 
we are expecting then a good agreement will soon be 
concluded. 


[Cembrero] The success of the presidency is all the 
more surprising given that the Spanish administration 
is lacking the resources for its foreign policy compared 
with the other countries of the EU. 


[Westendorp] As Winston Churchill said after the Battle 
of Britain: “Never was so much owed by so many 
to so few.” For Spain in 1995 that means that a few 
very dedicated people have given their all into the 
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[Westendorp] We must continue to play in the first 
division. And to do that we must join the single 
currency. 

[Cembrero] Some people believe that Spain is a coun- 
try thal must grow more than the EU average and must 
therefore once again resort to the competitive devalua- 
tions that we saw in 1992 and 1993. The single currency 
would remove this means of boosting exports. 


[Westendorp] Virtually nobody devalues simply be- 


[Weaendorp] We will have to make a huge effort, Dut 
it is within our reach. In terms of inflation — which is 
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handling the Cyprus issue partially. 


Karolos Papoulias, to discuss the 


Senate welcomed the demilitarization proposal. The 
foreign minister s+: “> do not know which countries 
had reservations about the UNSC adopting this proposal. 
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sage omitted) He referred to the questionnaire submit- 
ted to President Glavkos Kiindhis by the Amencans and 


The Liberals chairman in his speech said the discussion 
is not timely; particular initiatives on the Cyprus issue 


accession of the entire Cyprus in the EU. This was 
one of the clear messages conveyed by the Cypriot 
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CYPRUS 


contacts in the TRNC and returned to Turkey today. The 
Turkish state minister and the delegation accompanying 
him were seen off at Ercan (Tymbou) State Airport 


circles, this is an invitation and a challenge Turkish Minister Holds News Conference, Departs 


of Cyprus will be particularly happy 


is resolved soon and if Cyprus joins 
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Hammer Force Proposals To Washington Outlined 
NC2012181195 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
17 Dec 95 p i6 


[Report by Orsan K. Oymen: “Ankara To Make New 
Proposals on Hammer Force”) 


delegation will reportedly visit the United States in 
January to convey Ankara’s new proposals to the U.S. 


1. Reconnaissance flights over northern Iraq will be 
reduced. 
2. The numerical strength and authority of the Turkish 


military units affiliated with the Hammer Force will be 
increased. 


3. The scope of the Hammer Force mandate will be 
reduced to prevent it from posing a threat to Iraq's 


NC2012164995 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
18 Dec 95 p 12 


[From the “Window” column by Yavuz Donat: “Who 
Will Demirel Designate?") 


(FBIS Translated Text) Today is Monday 18 December. 
This is the last week before the elections. The “count- 


TURKEY 25 


will make no statement on the issue. Opinion polls have 
been banned by the election law. 


We insisted: But you must have been told of the out- 
come of research conducted by several establishments. 


He answered in the affirmative. We asked him to explain 
the situation. He responded by saying: There is nothing 
new to add to what I have already said. 


We asked him again: Do you mean to say that none of 
the political parties enjoys the support of more than 22 
percent of the electorate? 

Demirel said: Yes, that is what the situation seems to 
be. 


We asked him whether ‘his could change during the final 
week. He asserted: A marginal change could occur. A 
political party can increase its strength over another by 
one point. But the situation is as I have described it. 
Demirel has a file on a comprehensive opinion poll. But 
he is reluctant to allow anyone access to it. He argues 
that opinion polls are banned. But I want to stress that 
his file indicates a coalition is a strong possibility. Yes, 
Turkey is moving toward a new coalition. 

We asked Demirel whether a new development — a 
shift in the votes — could occur during the final week. 
He responded: The issue concerns the ballot boxes and 
the people. Surprising developments happen in politics. 


Regarding the elections, we asked Demirel if an unex- 
pected development could occur during the voting. He 
said: “Nothing unexpected has happened before.” 

We asked Demirel to explain the “political calendar” 
after the elections. He said: The results will be reported 
in two or three days. “Objections” will be made. The 
“final results” will be revealed in three or four days. 
The National Assembly will convene five days after the 
final results are announced. 


We suggested that 1995 would be over when the 
National Assembly convened. He said: Yes, it will 
probably be 1996 by then. The oldest parliamentarian 
will chair the National Assembly session. The new 
parliamentarians will swear an oath. Then they will elect 
the speaker of the National Assembly. 


We said the process will take time. He asserted: Well, all 
that is required by law. The president cannot designate 
the prime minister before the speaker of the National 
Assembly is elected. 


We said we believe the laws are wrong, because “time 
will be lost.” But that was not something we wanted to 
discuss at that point. Demirel said: The speaker of the 
National Assembly will be elected from the political 
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party holding the majority of seats in parliament. That 
is a tradition. The speaker will be elected in two days. 
We asked Demirel whether he plans to “designate” the 
prime minister to establish the new government during 
the first week of 1996. He replied: I will begin to hold 
talks on the issue. 


Asked to explain the nature of the talks he plans to hold, 
and how? I will summon the political party leaders one 
by one to talk with them. 


We asked Demirel: Is it not true that the head of 
the leading party should be designated to establish the 
new government? Is that not the rule? He asserted: 
That rule applies if “the leading party has enough 
parliamentarians to establish the government alone.” He 
said: Then talks will be unnecessary. Demirel went 


on: What if the leading party does not have enough 
? He stated: That is the way I see the 
outcome of the elections now. I will hold talks on how 


could join forces to cooperate as ANASOL. The second 
and third strongest parties or the second, fourth, and fifth 
strongest parties could agree to cooperate. That will stop 
the leading party establishing the government. 
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enough votes for the National Assembly's vote of 
confidence and that | should be designated to establish 
the new government? 


Demirel interrupted me by saying: Wait a minute. 
Have you emerged as the second strongest party in the 
elections? Bravo, that is an extraordinary achievement. 
Come, allow me to congratulate you. You have achieved 
a very good result. 


We insisted: Mr. President, what about the designation? 
"Who should cooperate with whom?” Can you comment 
on the essence of the talks you plan to hold? Do you 
plan to make recommendations? 


Demirel replied: I do not want to comment. I do not 
want to discuss it. We will wait until the ballot boxes 
are opened. But I sincerely congratulate you. | am happy 
that you have emerged as the second strongest party. 


The political party that will emerge as the leading 
party from the elections will jubilantly mark its success 
with drums and horns. But the second strongest party 
will also rejoice. We said we will emerge as the 
“second strongest party” from the elections. Demirel 
congratulated us as if we could “conquer outer space.” 


Alawites Courted by Political Partizs 


96ESO017A Istanbul TEMPO in Turkish 15 Nov 95 
pp 42-46 


[Report by Tamasa F. Dural: “Alawite Votes Under 
Election Siege] 

[FBIS Translated Text) Trillions of lira are being dis- 
cussed, but only on paper. The government loosened 
its purse strings and promised 3 trillion Turkish lira in 
the 1996 budget for the Alawites. Charges that Alaw- 
ite votes are up for bargaining on the eve of approach- 
ing elections led to discord among Alawite associations 
and foundations. Izzettin Dogan says he has a number of 
demands. However, voices are rising from the broader 
community that “Alawite votes cannot be sold.” 


Alawites have long been known for their solidarity and 
disciplined organization. However, it is not common 
knowledge that the Alawites are received in state of- 
fices and treated as a civilian organization similar to TU- 
SIAD [Turkish Industrialists’ and Businessmen's Asso- 
ciation}, TOBB [Turkish Union of Chambers and Stock 
Exchanges}, or Fethullah Gulen, and that they are asked 
if they have any demands. It would be unthinkable that 
the few Alawite elders who sometimes asked “What 
about us?” during the discussions of the budget of the 
Religious Affairs Chairmanship [RAC] would be in high 
demand in state offices. Until, that is, Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller sent Yildirim Aktuna, DYP [True Path 
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Alawite community who form 30 percent of Turkey 


population at the beginning of an election campaign, 
immediately found its addressee. 


With their large voting potential, the Alawites are 
engaged in a direct dialogue with the state for the 
first time in centuries. During the ceremony Aktuna 
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said: “The state took the first step at the opening 
of the community house ; 

the erroneous information contained in all textbooks 
and encyclopedias about Alawites will be removed and 
replaced with correct information.” 


Stating that the Alawite Islamic view will be represented 
in the structure the RAC, Aktuna described these steps 
as a “great reform movement.” Such airing of problems 
that the Alawite community has been trying to articulate 
for many years brings hope to people. On the other 
hand, the announcement of such commitments at the 
beginning of an election period raises the possibility 
that they are merely election promises. 


Division or Integration 


Also speaking at the Kucukcekmece ceremony, Profes- 
sor Izzettin Dogan said that the Alawite faith was con- 
sidered nonexistent for many years and that this decision 
removes all ill feelings. He described the promises as a 
“historic decision” that will be embraced with love by 
everyone. He said: “After 485 years, we have entered a 
historic period in Turkey. This is one of the most impor- 


are up for bargaining” and that “they will go to who- 
ever pays money.” Although the appearance of reli- 
gious communities and groups in the agendas of politi- 


It also seems that the 3-trillion-lira allotment Ciller 
has promised to the Alawites from the 1996 budget 
will most probably be forgotten after the elections. 
Officials of the Ministry of Finance note that neither 
the 1996 draft budget that has been submitted to the 
TGNA [Turkish Grand National Assembly] nor the 
budget for fiscal year 1995, which is being 
by the Planning and Budget Committee of 
the TGNA, contain “any allotment that will provide an 
assistance of 3 trillion Turkish lira to the Alawites.” 
Stating that the said assistance has no legal footing, the 
officials said: “We have submitted a provisional budget 
that will be in force in the first four months of 1996. 
The normal budget we submitted for 1996 has been cut. 
Assistance to the Alawites, if any, can be included only 
in the new budget that will go into effect in May 1996.” 
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(Box, p 44] 
Not Asking for Share From RAC 
Emel Sungur, secretary general of the Pir Sultan Abdal 





“Izzettin Dogan is calling upon the Alawites to vote for 
parties that oppose democracy, secularism, and freedom 
and that have until now tried to uphold the supremacy 
of the interests of the Sunni sect. The truth is that the 
Alawite community has been subjected to massacres and 

for a thousand years while trying to preserve 
its culture and to continue its faith based on that culture. 
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Alawite wants to approach all these internal and external 
problems as a shared problem together with democrat- 
"Ciller, who has been mouthing calls to prayer, is a 
prime minister with U.S. investments. With the start 
of the election period, she has taken fascist, racist 
(Nationalist Action Party leader Alparslan) Turkes and 
the pro-Shari’a Fethullah Gulen on her two arms. The 
State remains besieged by such people. 

"In such circumstances, the promise by Ciller, whose 


since the Ottoman period. For us votes mean honor. 
Those who think that they can buy our votes will be 


"What is being done is a policy of pitting Alawites 
against cach other by those who think that they are 
engaged in real politicking with empty promises and 


“The Alawite community is not homogeneous. It has 
many associations. Still, the Alawite Bektashi Council 
of Representatives, which was established not so long 
ago, houses more than 130 associations under its roof. 


makes the official ideology uneasy. That official ideol- 
ogy had Izzettin Dogan form the Cem Foundation in 
order to divide the Alawites, who have a large voting 
potential. It provided assistance worth 2 billion Turkish 
: Yildirim Aktuna, 3 trillion Turkish lira 

. These are all efforts to divide the Alaw- 

who are engaged in work to organize on proper 
foundations.” 


1989. Today, what is said in that publication virtually 
guides the Alawites’ demands. The views expressed 














Association fought each other. These groups cannot take 
the Alawites anywhere or represent them. In any event, 
they do not have the type of people who have the 
capability to do that. Neither their intellectual nor their 
financial means permit that. 


“Moreover, the Alawite community has little sympa- 
thy for them because of their divisive, sectarian, and 


religious 
win their votes. However, there is one point that is being 


ignored. This is a very important step for the Alawites, 
because this is the first time that the Alawites are being 


Officially recognized by the state and the government. 


body. 
a few Alawites to enter the RA 
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accordance with our culture, and new publications. That 
is where the money will be used. 


"The state must have control over the spending of 
this money. Otherwise, such money can also be given 
to others, and those who want to destroy Turkey's 
secular and republican structure may also want to take 
advantage of this money. That may lead to undesirable 
outcomes.” 


Article Views Welfare Party’s Strength, Approach 
NC1912194795 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
10 Dec 95 p3 


[From the “A Glance at the Week” column by Ahmet 
Taner Kislali: “Can the RP Come to Power? What Will 
Happen If it Does?") 


(FBIS Translated Text] Fear is the enemy of common 
sense. A frightened person cannot be calm. People must 
think or act as calmly as possible. Common sense must 
not be obstructed by fear. 


Many questions can be asked about the Welfare Party's 
{RP} approach. As far as I am concerned, the answers 
are obvious. 

Why is the RP gaining strength? The issue can be 
seen from an organizational and communal viewpoint. 
It can also be seen from the point of view of the 
approach maintained by the State. One reason for the 
RP’s strength is its wealth. The party has used it to 
established a very effective organization. It has an “army 
of militants” supported by the preachers’ schools and 
mosques. The State must be blamed for that. 


Had the communal situation not been right, the RP 
would not have strengthened quickly, not even with the 
support of its wealth and organization and the help it 
has received from the State. 

Former President Turgut Ozal’s economic policies un- 
dermined the balance in the community. They widened 
the gaps, worsened the mistakes, and convinced the peo- 
ple to regard “wealth as the most sacred factor,” “hon- 
esty as idiocy,” and “corruption us the requirement of 
contemporary life.” As for those who have become iso- 
lated and hopeless and who have been rejected by the 
regime, they have only the “world beyond” to hope for. 
The left wing has become inconsistent. It has weakened 
such that it can no longer carry the banner of a “fair sys- 
tem.” Consequently, the people have their hopes vested 
in the ridiculous concept of “a just order.” 


Can the RP Come to Power? 


Published and unpublished poll results have indicated 
that the RP stands to secure the support of 20-25 percent 
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of the electorate. Considering the distribution of votes. 
that may be enough for it to win. But it cannot come to 
power alone, even if it secures the support of 25 or 30 
perceat of the electorate in a fair distribution of votes. 


Can a partner cooperate with the RP to help it come 


every céfort to retain power. She may agree to establish 
a coalition with the RP if she remains prime minister. 
The DYP will find it difficult to agree to a coalition 
with the RP if the RP wins and decides to take control 
of the Prime Minister's Office. 


Would it be right to let the RP come to power 
aS a partner in a coalition? The RP has shared the 
administration through its way of thinking since 1950. 


The question that should be asked is: Would the RP 
strengthen if it came to power or failed to do so? Would 
it get weaker if it came to power or was committed to 


remaining in opposition forever? 


Any political party would weaken if it came to power, 
particularly if conditions were difficult and if it made 


Supporters, 
in Western Europe. A political party that remains long in 


adopt democratic principles to secure the support of the 
masses. That means it must decide to change from a 
party representing an uncompromising class or ideology 
into a party supporting democracy. Otherwise, it will 
collapse. 


What might happen if the RP comes to power? The 
CHP, which I support, failed to establish a “fair order” 
during the latter half of the seventies, despite securing 

support of 42 percent of the electorate. Can the RP 
the “basic structure of the State” with the support 
percent of the voters? One in every four voters 
support the RP. But three out of four voters will 
against it. That must not be forgotten. Will all those 
support the RP vote for it to enable it to replace the 
and democratic system with a “religious state?” 
research conducted about one and a half years 
that only 8 percent of the RP’s support in 
in which it achieved 19 percent of the 
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the RP because they wanted (» react against ihe political 
parties they actually supported. 
The RP must adopt a moderaic approach to gain 


and Arab peoples since before the Islamic faith. What- 
ever the Islamic nature of our people in the past, Kemal 
Ataturk’s reforms modernized Turkey. 

I recall stressing long ago: “No one like Khomeyni can 
survive in Anatolia. Only individuals like Necmettin 
Erbakan can!” 


Double Registration of Voters Reported 
NC2112082995 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 18 Dec 95 p A3 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara—On the eve of the 
Sunday's (24 December] general election, officials have 
revealed some 59,555 of the 221,232 newly-registered 
voters are registered twice, the ANATOLIA NEWS 
AGENCY reported. 

The scandal involves 12 cities where the registration is 
computerized. However, the Supreme Board of Election 
(YSK) did not state the number of double registered 
vovers in the other 67 non-computerized cities, including 
Istanbul and Izmir. The double registered voters will not 
face any charges and will be able to vote according to 


However, allegations of vote rigging were voiced in the 
March 1994 local elections, when pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party voters were reportedly double registered. 


Nihat Yavuz, chairman of YSK, said the only way to 


voting they are importing indelible ink from India, 
which is costing almost $1.5 million. If we could have 


is 
used this money for our computer project, we could 
have covered a lot of ground,” Yavuz said. 
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